
FOREIGN MISSIONARY SERVICE 

Growing up in Vienna, Bernhard desired to know 
God, yet had no concept of who He really was. At the 
age of twelve he prayed, “If there is a God, then I 
want to know You.” Shelley, a native of Texas, knew 
from her early childhood that she would be involved 
in missionary work. Since 2008 the Suppan family 
has worked as AIMers in Austria and as assistant 
pastor in the headquarters church. With Missionary 
Charles Robinette, they planted and pastored the 
first daughter work in Zwettl, Austria. Brother Suppan 
preaches and teaches leadership in the Austria 
Ministry Training Center in Nuremberg, Germany. 
They have two children, Joshua and Savannah, who 
are involved in various ministries in the Vienna 
church and in daughter works. In March 2009, they 
received appointment as UPC missionaries to 
Austria. Upon returning to the field they will teach 
and train national ministers, help plant four new 
churches, establish a college campus ministry and 
develop a regional Bible quizzing program.  
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